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dearest friend, Archbishop fitzAlan of Canterbury; in the chamber, too, was
his eldest son; and his confessor, Dr John Tille. Once they thought he was
dead, and on the advice of those in attendance Henry of Monmouth took up
the crown. At that moment the dying man recovered consciousness. " What
right have you to it, my son," he said, " seeing that I had none ? " The prince
replied : " Sire, as you have held and kept it by the sword, so will I hold and
keep it while my life shall last/' The king was too weary to argue. Just
before he died he requested the prince to come near so that he might kiss him ;
and when they had kissed he delivered his farewell message, charging the young
man " to love the Lord thy God," to choose a " man of wisdom and prudence "
as his confessor, and energetically to rule his people. And then he fell back on
the pillows and died (20th March 1413).

HENRY V. WAS born at Monmouth on Qth August 1387. He was a. puny,
ill-conditioned child, and at birth few believed that he would survive; but
one of the Montacute ladies volunteered to act as his wet nurse, and at her
breasts he thrived and grew strong. His mother died-before he was seven:
but in the meantime she had presented him with three brothers and two sisters.
The four boys developed a fine affection for each other, and it was never seriously
diminished during their lifetime. Thomas (Clarence) was destined to die a
soldier's death in France fighting gallantly in his eldest brother's cause; John
(Bedford) inherited the thankless task of holding together the French conquests ;
Humphrey (Gloucester), the patron of scholars and learning, watched over the
child-king Henry VI. while Bedford was in France.

Henry was carefully brought up by a succession of tutors who taught him
reading and writing, music and knightly exercises. Shortly before his father's
banishment in 1398 he was placed in the care of Henry Beaufort, one of John
of Gaunt's sons by his mistress Katharine Swynford. The brilliance of Beau-
fort's scholarly attainments secured for him the. chancellorship of the University
of Oxford in 1398; and the young Henry was thereupon probably sent by his
half-uncle to Queen's College; but his university career was dramatically cut
short by his father's banishment, and he was made to remain in attendance
at the court. On the Irish expedition Richard behaved handsomely towards
him, even when it was known that his father had landed in Yorkshire to avenge
his wrongs ; but when the royal forces hastened back to meet the invader the
young Henry was honourably confined in Trim Castle, and from there he
was brought when his father's cause triumphed. In the first parliament of
Henry IV.'s reign the boy was formally created Prince of Wales, Duke of Corn-
wall, and Earl of Chester; and was declared the lawful heir to the throne : a
few days later his fathet bestowed upon him the additional titles of Duke of
Lancaster and Duke of Aquitaine.